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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Joel Harris (Reg. No. 44,743) on 2/20/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1-9 have been cancelled. Claims 10, 16 and 17 have been rewritten as follows: 

10. (Currently Amended) An electrosurgical jaw structure for delivering energy to engaged 
tissue, the structure_comprising: first and second openable-closeable jaw members, at least one 
jaw member defining a first peripheral portion and a second central portion wherein the second 
portion is recessed relative to the first portion; at least one jaw carrying a conductive material 
comprising a positive temperature coefficient material, the a positive temperature coefficient 
material capable of conducting current to engaged tissue; and an Rf source operatively coupled 
to the conductive material. 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) The electrosurgical jaw structure of Claim 1 0 a wherein the 
conductive material comprises at least in part a positive temperature coefficient material , 
wherein the a positive temperature coefficient material is disposed beneath a jaw surface. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) An electrosurgical jaw structure for delivering energy to engaged 
tissue, the structure comprising: first and second paired jaw members each defining a respective 
surface engagement plane for contacting tissue, the paired jaw members moveable between an 
open and closed position; the paired jaw members defining a peripheral portion and a central 
portion; wherein the paired jaw members in the closed position define an engagement gap 
between respective engagement planes that has a first dimension in the peripheral portion and a 
second dimension in the central portion, and wherein said second dimension is greater than said 
first dimension, wherein a portion of at least of one the jaw members comprises a positive 
temperature coefficient material, the a positive temperature coefficient material capable of 
conducting current to engaged tissue. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art does not 
disclose, imply, suggest, teach and/or provide a properly motivated combination thereof 
disclosing a electrosurgical device comprising a positive temperature coefficient (PTC) material 
that is capable of conducting current into or through the engaged tissue. 
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Additionally, Applicant filed a Terminal Disclaimer (accepted 3/2/2006) in order to 
obviate non-statutory double patenting rejections in view of the following copending cases: 
10/351,449, 10/443,974, 10/448,478, 10/934,755, 10/993,413 and 11/118,881. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron Roane whose telephone number is (571) 272-4771. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 



system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-913£foll-free), 
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